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nobles who had taken part in the Crusade.) The Moslems
still occupied the greater part of the country, and in each
principality the Christians held only one or two centres, from
which expeditions had constantly to be sent out against robber
bands. The kingdom of Jerusalem comprised no more than
the Holy City, the port of Jaffa, and about twenty villages,
and the Christians exercised practically no control over the
territory between them.
Godfrey de Bouillon died in July, 1100, during an expedi-
tion to assist Tancred, who was establishing himself at
Tiberias. Before the end of his reign, the Latins had a firm
grip on most of the coast from Arsuf to Ascalon. Although
Godfrey had less than three thousand men under his command,
several Moslem princes had bought peace with him by ceding
land or undertaking to pay tribute. That so much had been
accomplished by Godfrey with so few men is a proof of the
fear which the Latins inspired in the enemy. Before and
after the capture of the Holy City, the Franks, as all
Westerners were called in Syria, had shown themselves
superior in battle to the Saracens on nearly every occasion.
The invaders from Europe were more powerfully built, used
heavier horses and longer weapons, and the skill and fanatical
ardour with which they fought had won them a reputation for
invincibility throughout the East. The knights had been
trained from youth to charge the foe and engage in hand-to*
hand fighting from the beginning of an engagement, and up
to this time no Saracen force had been able to withstand the
assault of the heavier-mounted Franks and their furious
swordsmanship. The Moslems preferred to depend on the
accuracy of their mounted archers and the fleetncss of their
horses to wear down the enemy before coming to close
quarters. But the armour of the Latin knights was im-
pervious to arrows, and the Crusaders had been successful in
imposing the Western method of fighting in their battles
with Islam.